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French pavillon / Modernity : promise or menace ?

FRENCH PAVILION_MODERNITY, PROMISE OR MENACE?

The Venice Biennale affords this year an inquiry into the founding principles of
architecture. Intitled ‘Fundamentals’, the project by Rem Koolhaas, general curator
of the 14th International Architecture Exhibition in Venice, explores the fate of the
basic foundations of architecture through modernity, in its concrete manifestations,
as well as its theoretical dimensions. The commissionership of the <French Pavilion>
was entrusted to architect and architecture historian Jean-Louis Cohen. Under the
title ‘Modernity, Promise or Menace?’, he has proposed a critical reading of the path
followed by French architecture through this ‘modernity’, with a recurring focus on key

I

moments highlighting its utopian impulses, and sometimes its contradictions. Running

throughout the entire pavilion, a film composed of archival images and clips from films

such as those by Jacques Tati or Jean-Luc Godard provides a dynamic visual narrative

that ties the four sequences of the exhibition together: Jacques Tati's Villa Arpel,
Panels from Jean Prouvé’s curtain walls, Heavy prefabricated concrete panels by the
engineer Raymond Camus, and The Cité de la Muette in Drancy by Eugéne Beaudoin
and Marcel Lods. This itinerary through time will be completed and extended beyond
the timeframe of the Biennale through a new publication presenting 101 buildings by
French architects from 1914 to 2014. The experiments on display in the French Pavilion
open up new perspectives on the role of architecture today, when new conditions are
being established for cities and metropolises out of an ongoing concern for improving
the living conditions of their inhabitants, reducing territorial inequalities, and developing

a sustainable urban, social and economic model.
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Director of the French Pavilion : Philippe Zimmerman Curator : Jean-Louis Cohen Exhibition design : Reza Azard,
Hervé Bouttet, Daniel Mészéros / Projectiles Graphic design : Laurent Mészéros, Yorel Cayla / WA75 3D/360° Virtual
& Interactive visit : Abvent Model : Abvent, Projectiles Infographics : Stéphane Desmulie, Abvent Photographer :
© Luc Boegly / Pavillon frangais pour I'Institut francais et le Ministére de la Culture et de la Communication




